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The Sandy Disaster Awareness Report (DART) presents a summary of key developments and funding priorities 

in the region affected by Hurricane Sandy, as well as some of Parsons Brinckerhoff’s activities in support of 

recovery and mitigation efforts. 

 

Parsons Brinckerhoff’s Superstorm Sandy Information Center:  A website established by Parsons Brinckerhoff 

allows you to track rapidly evolving congressional, regulatory and federal agency funding developments 

pertaining to Superstorm Sandy. The site provides links to the final Sandy bill, notices of funding availability 

and funding allocations, Federal Register notices, fact sheets on agency Emergency Relief programs, testimony 

from Sandy implementation hearings, etc.   The website can be accessed through the following link: 

 

http://www.pbtransportationupdate.com/legislation/hurricane_sandy_supplemental_funding.aspx 

 

State of Affairs: 
Washington, DC/National 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:   The US Department of Transportation will provide $3B aimed at strengthening the 

resiliency of public transportation systems affected by Sandy, in addition to the $5.7B the FTA has already 

released to the region. Proposals are due to FTA no later than March 28, 2014, and a webinar will be held in 

January to provide additional details (link below). 

 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/federal_legislation_regulation/news/USDOT-announces-3-billion-for-

transit-systems-hit-by-Hurricane-Sandy--38846 

 
ACTION POST-SANDY:  Officials in Washington, DC are taking action to protect some of the area’s most 

valuable—and vulnerable—sites post-Sandy (links below). 

 

http://www.capradio.org/news/npr/story?storyid=255847303 

 

http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/Media/FactSheets/FactSheetArticleView/tabid/10470/Article/8411/washing

ton-dc-vicinity-local-flood-protection.aspx 
 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  The federal government has approved a $36 million project to build a protective steel 

sea wall in Mantoloking and Brick on the New Jersey shore; $14.5 million in FEMA funds will support rebuilding 

efforts in Long Branch, New Jersey; and federal funds are being provided for post-Sandy debris removal in 

Suffolk County, New York (links below). 

 

http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/c9b1d61e98cd46dab18755071e659350/NJ--Superstorm-Sea-Wall 

 

http://longbranch.patch.com/groups/politics-and-elections/p/long-branch-receiving-145m-in-federal-funds-for-

sandy-damage 

 

http://www.longisland.com/news/01-07-14/schumer-federal-funds-for-suffolk-long-beach-lipa-for-sandy-

cleanup-costs.html 
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ACTION POST-SANDY:  A Nuclear Regulatory Commission briefing document refers to changes made to the 

safety rulebook for the Salem/Hope Creek nuclear complex along the Delaware River in New Jersey, following a 

reactor shutdown during Sandy (link below). 

 

http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20140108/NEWS08/301080072/Salem-Hope-Creek-nuclear-

complex-made-safety-changes-following-Superstorm-Sandy?nclick_check=1 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  The US Department of Housing and Urban Development has appointed a director who 

will be responsible for rolling out continuing recovery efforts in New York and New Jersey (link below).  

 

http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20140103/REAL_ESTATE/140109968 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  A series of hurricanes and floods has drained FEMA's insurance fund and the agency is 

$24 billion in debt. The case is being made to raise premiums to close the gap (link below). 

 

http://ualrpublicradio.org/post/federal-flood-insurance-program-drowning-debt-who-will-pay 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  The potential rise in the cost of federal flood insurance is causing strong concern among 

coastal residents in the Northeast (link below). 

 

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/news/local_news/for-coastal-residents-rising-tide-of-

costs/article_deee80bd-1c5c-53fb-a642-342995ab6dff.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Computer models developed by interdisciplinary research teams are being used to 

quantify the vulnerability of coastal regions to storm surge, and evaluate the success or failure of hurricane-

protection systems (link below). 

 

http://www.chron.com/opinion/outlook/article/Hurricane-research-is-critical-

5105574.php?cmpid=opedhphcat 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  The Dow Chemical Company, Shell, Swiss Re, and Unilever have produced a white paper 

recommending that infrastructure that includes natural systems (green infrastructure) should become part of 

the standard toolkit for engineers (links below). 

 

http://blogs.hbr.org/2013/12/business-resilience-comes-from-working-with-nature/ 

 

http://www.nature.org/about-us/working-with-companies/companies-we-work-with/building-a-case-for-green-

infrastructure.xml?src=s.tw 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  The Red Cross reports that its work in 2013 included providing $74M to more than 60 

nonprofit organizations to help with Sandy recovery (link below). 

 

http://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/2384526/Red-Cross-Response-Report.html 
 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  An article in the American Journal of Medicine details Sandy’s impact on hospital care 

and the role interns and residents played as first-line responders (links below). 

 

 http://amjmed.org/hospital-care-during-after-hurricane-sandy/ 

 

http://www.amjmed.com/article/S0002-9343(13)00460-9/fulltext 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:   A focus on reducing risks related to natural disasters, as well as implementing recovery 

plans, is becoming a global trend (link below).   

 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/388824/countries-need-to-start-investing-in-disaster-readiness 
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Regional (New York/New Jersey/Connecticut/Massachusetts) 

 

 

Policies and Politics 

 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:   In his 2014 State of the State address, Gov. Cuomo noted that "extreme weather 

changes everything" and outlined steps being taken in New York State to anticipate and respond to the effects 

of major storms, including installation of the nation's most advanced weather detection system and the 

creation of a college dedicated to emergency preparedness and homeland security (links below). 

 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/01092014-transcript-2014-sos 

 
http://www.livestream.com/newyorkstateofficeofthegovernor/video?clipId=pla_52b48ef8-4084-41fc-843c-

8c2dd1f43c3f 
 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  At a recent hearing New Jersey lawmakers heard details about the confusion and 

misunderstanding that accompanied the initial handling of federal recovery funds, and determined that 

changes needed to be made before the next round. The commissioner of the Dept. of Community Affairs noted 

that the process involves complex federal requirements (links below). 

 

http://www.app.com/article/20140108/NJNEWS/301080108/State-hearing-explores-issues-Sandy-recovery-

spending 

 

http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/breaking/dca-defends-criteria-for-sandy-recovery-

grants/article_6e0ccd6a-78ea-11e3-8c00-0019bb2963f4.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Sandy recovery was a core theme in the induction ceremonies of newly elected officials 

in the towns of Hempstead and Babylon, New York (link below). 

  
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/superstorm-sandy-a-theme-in-local-induction-ceremonies-1.6715199 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  When details on new evacuation zones in New York City are released in June, the 

number of zones will double and 64,000 more residents will be included (link below). 

 

http://beatricedailysun.com/advertising/nyc-to-add-k-people-to-evacuation-zones/article_4ee8fab6-d45c-

5531-8d3e-fbf70c014b4a.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Under a settlement with New York State, Con Edison will freeze electricity rates for two 

years and natural gas rates for three years, and will begin investing $1 billion in upgrades (link below). 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-12-31/con-edison-agrees-to-new-york-city-utility-rate-freeze-in-

pact.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  On New Year’s Day, the Public Service Enterprise Group (PSE&G) took charge of 

electricity service on Long Island (link below).  

 

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2013/12/31/pseg-takes-over-power-on-long-island-effective-wednesday/ 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Coastal experts from Rutgers University have presented various strategies to help the 

community of Seaside Heights in New Jersey strengthen its shoreline and resist natural disasters (link below). 

http://www.app.com/article/20131230/NJNEWS/312300067/Seaside-Heights-will-use-wall-dune-to-protect-

its-boardwalk 
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ACTION POST-SANDY:   Sandy cost Massachusetts $28 million in losses, interrupted power to 400,000 

customers, and forced the evacuation of large areas.  A study by the Boston Harbor Association called 

Preparing for the Rising Tide now asserts that over 30 percent of Boston could be flooded if the sea level rises 

by 2 1/2 feet, and predicts that Boston's sea level will rise 2 feet by 2050 and 6 feet by 2100 (links below).  

 

http://www.lowellsun.com/todaysheadlines/ci_24811324/report-if-sandy-hit-at-high-tide-back 

 

http://www.tbha.org/preparing-rising-tide-report 
 
 
 

The Ongoing Recovery 
 
 

ACTION POST-SANDY:   A number of local public meetings are being hosted by NY Rising Community Planning 

Committees to continue disseminating information on the community reconstruction program (link below). 

 

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/towns/long-island-now-1.1732330/meetings-on-sandy-recovery-efforts-

1.6759824 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Repair and mitigation work continues on the New York City transit system and the 

Greenpoint Tubes, with a substantial amount of work taking place during the Friday night-to-Monday morning 

period (links below).  

 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/MTA-marks-postSandy-repairs-on-New-York-

subway-Greenpoint-Tubes--38890 

 

http://new.mta.info/nyct 
 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  One commentator suggests that ―resiliency‖ means not only improving physical 

infrastructure but also strengthening the social and economic fabric of communities (link below).  

 

http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20140103/OPINION/140109977 

 
ACTION POST-SANDY:  Sandy caused about $120 million worth of damage to NJ TRANSIT trains, and the 

agency has approved design and engineering services for a storage yard to hold up to 120 train cars (link 

below). 

 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2014/01/scarred_by_sandy_nj_transit_to_get_permanent_home_to_stor

e_trains.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  Some Staten Island residents from Great Kills and Eltingville would like to see buyout 

options in their communities (link below). 

 

http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2014/01/staten_islanders_seeking_sandy.html 

 

ACTION POST-SANDY:  About two dozen affordable housing developments in New York City still contend with 

unreliable temporary boilers put in after Sandy (link below). 

 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/3-000-nycha-tenants-lose-heat-hot-water-hours-article-1.1566069 
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ACTION POST-SANDY:  Various media outlets provide a ―year-in-review‖ summary of Sandy-related 

developments during 2013 throughout the Northeast. (links below). 

 

http://www.bizjournals.com/newyork/news/2013/12/31/hurricane-sandy-past-is-present.html 

 

http://brooklyn.ny1.com/content/news/2013_year_in_review/200955/2013-sandy-year-in-review--survivors-

struggle-to-rebuild-as-city-looks-at-prevention 

 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2013/12/29/2013-in-review-new-jersey-continues-to-recover-from-

hurricane-sandy/ 
 
http://www.darientimes.com/27281/top-10-of-2013-no-5-recovery-from-superstorm-sandy/ 

 

 

Parsons Brinckerhoff Activities: 
Response, Recovery and Mitigation Projects 

NEW:  Recently awarded contracts ** 

 

• New York Rising Community Reconstruction Program for New York State:  The program was established to 

provide additional rebuilding and revitalization assistance to communities severely damaged by Superstorm 

Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. It empowers communities to prepare locally-driven recovery 

plans to identify innovative reconstruction projects and other actions not only to survive but to thrive in an era 

when natural risks will become increasingly common. Funded from NY State’s allocation of Community 

Development Block Grants for Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR), the program is supporting the creation of 

Community Reconstruction plans in 50 community planning areas across the state. Consultant teams were 

selected and matched with NYRCR communities to support each planning committee in crafting their plan. 

HR&A/Parsons Brinckerhoff has been matched with the following communities: Lower Manhattan; Red Hook; 

East and West Rockaway; Breezy Point; Howard Beach; and Broad Channel.  Community Reconstruction Plans 

with implementable resiliency projects will be submitted at the end of March 2014. 

• Alternative Duct Bank Demolition and Construction at Montague Tube:  The Montague Tube is an under-river 

tube connecting Whitehall Street Station in Manhattan and Court Street Station in Brooklyn. Parsons 

Brinckerhoff/Parsons has been chosen to investigate alternatives to demolish and rebuild duct banks while 

minimizing impact on New York City Transit operations. 

• Rebuild by Design: A Parsons Brinckerhoff-supported team led by SCAPE/Landscape Architecture PLLC was 

chosen to proceed to stage two of REBUILD BY DESIGN, a national US Department of Housing and Urban 

  Development (HUD) multi-stage design competition to protect and enhance communities affected by Sandy. 

•New York City Transit: Indefinite Quantity Engineering Services for Superstorm Sandy Related 

Repairs and Resiliency Projects and Miscellaneous Construction: Parsons Brinckerhoff is one of several 

firms chosen to provide on-call design, construction management, and inspection services for federally 

funded repair/resiliency projects. 

• New York City Special Initiative for Rebuilding and Resiliency (SIRR): Through a task-order contract, Parsons 

Brinckerhoff was the lead coastal protection consultant for New York City’s ―A Stronger, More Resilient New 

York‖ report, providing the SIRR team with planning and engineering products that led to 37 of the nearly 

250 initiatives that drive the NYC resiliency strategy. Parsons Brinckerhoff was also lead author for the 

transportation chapter and had a staff member embedded on the SIRR team. 

• Consolidated Edison Company of New York: Parsons Brinckerhoff will be conducting a ―hardening‖ study for 

seven priority facilities. The objective is to harden the facilities for protection against future superstorms or 

similar natural disasters. Parsons Brinckerhoff will survey and assess the facilities and propose preventive 

measures to mitigate or eliminate interruption to Con Edison’s operations. The facilities are service centers 

vital to the repair and recovery of electrical and steam operations throughout the city. 

• Coler Hospital: Parsons Brinckerhoff is performing a condition/damage assessment related to the 

permanent generator and basement lighting demolished after Sandy. Parsons Brinckerhoff will also provide 

the necessary design documents to replace the permanent generator and basement lighting, and will 

ultimately provide construction administration services. 
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http://brooklyn.ny1.com/content/news/2013_year_in_review/200955/2013-sandy-year-in-review--survivors-struggle-to-rebuild-as-city-looks-at-prevention
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• Jacobi Hospital: Parsons Brinckerhoff performed a damage assessment for a soffit on the front entrance of 

Building 6 that was damaged during the storm. 

• Metropolitan Hospital - Independent Architectural and Engineering Damage Assessment: Parsons 

Brinckerhoff is conducting an independent damage assessment of the hospital and preparing the 

condition/damage assessment with associated construction cost estimate. We are providing a draft FEMA 

Project Worksheet narrative that will be used to develop the Project Worksheet for the facility. 

• Coney Island Hospital: Hospital Data Center Relocation from the Ground Floor of the Hammett Building to 

the 5th Floor of the Main Building: Parsons Brinckerhoff is providing condition/damage assessments and 

hazard mitigation for architectural, structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and information technology 

elements of this project; once the necessary funding is identified we will move to the design phase and 

ultimately to construction administration. 

• New York City Transit Structural Integrity Assessment: Tubes and Interior Structures: The Parsons 

Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is assessing structural damage using non-destructive methods such as ground 

penetrating radar and infrared scanning, and providing an assessment report of the Montague, Canarsie and 

Greenpoint tunnels. This contract is in addition to the ongoing assessment of flood damage the team is 

currently performing in two of the three tunnels. 

• New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC) Business Loan and Grant Program: Parsons 

Brinckerhoff is providing the NYCEDC with technical guidance regarding the level of environmental review 

required for its Business Loan and Grant Program, which will provide financial assistance to New York City 

businesses impacted by Sandy. We are also preparing the environmental documentation necessary to obtain 

environmental clearance from HUD. The initial project was completed within two weeks after notice-to-proceed. 

• New York City Transit Recovery and Flood Mitigation Project for Performance of Architectural/Engineering 

Design for Repair and Feasibility Study for Flood Mitigation/Resiliency at Montague Tube, Boroughs of 

Manhattan and Brooklyn, New York: The Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is performing field inspections, 

survey and final design for repair and replacement of equipment and facilities implemented prior to the2013 

hurricane season. Our team will also design solutions for the 2014 hurricane season. 

• New York City Transit Recovery and Flood Mitigation Project for Performance of Architectural/Engineering 

Design for Repair and Feasibility Study for Flood Mitigation/Resiliency at Clark Street Tube, Boroughs of 

Manhattan and Brooklyn, New York: The Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is performing field inspections, 

survey and final design for repair and replacement of equipment and facilities implemented prior to the 

2013 hurricane season. The team will also design solutions in preparation for the 2014 hurricane season. 

• New York City Transit Recovery and Flood Mitigation Project for Performance of Architectural/Engineering 

Design for Repair and Feasibility Study for Flood Mitigation/Resiliency at the Canarsie Tube, Boroughs of 

Manhattan and Brooklyn, New York: The Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is performing field inspections, 

survey and final design for repair and replacement of equipment and facilities implemented prior to the 

2013 hurricane season, and will design solutions in preparation for the 2014 hurricane season. 

• New York City Transit Flood Mitigation Feasibility Study, St. George Terminal Yard Staten Island, New York: 

The Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is performing flood mitigation measures for the yard and adjoining 

tunnel sections. The primary objective of the study is to develop an effective flood mitigation scheme to 

protect the yard and tunnel from flooding that may be caused by a Nor’easter, heavy rainfall and /or storm  

surges from up to a category 2 hurricane, and associated high tides 

• New York City Transit Flood Mitigation Feasibility Study, Clifton Yard /Shop, Staten Island, New York: The 

Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons team is performing flood mitigation measures for the yard and adjoining 

tunnel sections.  

• Bellevue Hospital: Parsons Brinckerhoff is performing work on behalf of the 

New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) to rebuild and strengthen components of Bellevue 

Hospital. Work includes a 1500kW generator replacement and fuel oil system upgrade, expansion of 

emergency power distribution, vertical transportation mitigation planning and design, and redundant 

domestic water pump system emergency inlet and back-up steam source and distribution for the campus. 

• Geotechnical/Tunnel Design for Port Newark Flood Resiliency: Parsons Brinckerhoff is performing 

engineering design and construction support services for the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 

(PANYNJ) Port Newark Flood Resiliency Program through on-call contract. Our engineers are working with 

PANYNJ Engineering to design retaining walls, stop logs and other barrier systems as flood resiliency 

measures for critical facilities at Port Newark. 

• Geotechnical/Tunnel Design for PATH Flood Resiliency: Parsons Brinckerhoff is performing geotechnical and 

tunnel design services for the PANYNJ PATH Flood Resiliency Program through our Geotechnical and 
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Tunneling Technology on-call contracts. Our engineers are working with PA Engineering to design retaining 

walls and other barrier systems as flood resiliency measures. Work is being performed for PATH’s Harrison 

Car Maintenance Facility and for both the Hoboken and Exchange Place PATH stations. 

• NJ TRANSIT Westbound Waterfront Connection: As part of NJ TRANSIT’s post-Sandy initiative, Parsons 

Brinckerhoff is preparing the feasibility study, preliminary engineering and final design for a flyover that will 

allow the easy movement of trains from the Hoboken and Meadows Maintenance Complex yards prior to an 

event to the safe harbor yards. This flyover will eliminate ―across the track‖ train movement on the Northeast 

Corridor that would impede service during pre-event preparation 

• Rehabilitation and Flood Mitigation/Resiliency at New York City Transit Montague Tube: The Parsons 

Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team is performing field inspections, surveys, and final design for repair and 

replacement of defective equipment and facilities implemented prior to the 2013 hurricane season for New 

York City Transit. Our team will also design solutions for the 2014 hurricane season. 

• Consultant Services to Investigate Existing Flood Mitigation/Resiliency Systems Adaptable to the New York 

City Transit System: The Parsons Brinckerhoff/Parsons Team, on behalf of New York City Transit (NYCT), is 

researching/investigating and providing reports of possible flood mitigation/resiliency systems to be used in 

NYCT property based on existing systems in use worldwide. Our team will propose these systems and/or 

adapt them so they can be utilized in the NYCT system as part of long-term solutions. 

• Rehabilitation and Flood Mitigation/Resiliency at South Ferry Station (IRT): The Parsons Brinckerhoff/ 

Parsons Team is working with NYCT to prepare bid packages for the work necessary to restore South Ferry 

Station to its pre-Sandy condition, bring it to a state of good repair, reintroduce service, and prevent future 

flooding from coastal storms.  

• New York State Boat Channel Emergency Maintenance Dredging and Robert Moses Park Beach Fill: Working 

with the New York State Office of Parks and Recreation, as part of an on-call contract, Parsons Brinckerhoff’s 

assignment is to dredge the channel to 12 feet and use the material for beach fill. 

• New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT): Route 35 Bridge over Cheesequake Creek, Sayreville 

Borough and Old Bridge Township, Middlesex, NJ: Provided support to the NJDOT Environmental Team; 

reviewed emergency repair reports by other consultants; redesigned the proposed scour countermeasures. 

• NJDOT Route 37 Mathis Bridge: As a modification to an existing contract, performed underwater assessment 

and investigation and emergency repairs to this movable bridge. 

• Superstorm Sandy Recovery Call Center and Registration Intake Services: Parsons Brinckerhoff has 

supported FEMA’s efforts by providing registration intake and call center services through Parsons 

Brinckerhoff’s FEMA Housing Inspection Services contract. In November 2012, Parsons Brinckerhoff was 

awarded a technical assistance task order to place RI agents at FEMA’s Virginia and Texas National 

Processing Service Centers. 

• Hurricane Sandy Recovery FEMA Category B – Emergency Protective Measures (Location of Debris and 

Shoaling in State Channels): Parsons Brinckerhoff is working with NJDOT to map the condition information 

for all state navigation channels in the Raritan Bayshore, Monmouth, Ocean, Burlington, Atlantic and Cape 

May shore areas in order to protect the public from injury and harm. 

• NJ TRANSIT: Flooding of the Passaic River in Newark during Sandy caused flooding of the tunnel areas near 

Newark Penn Station. Visual assessments of electrical power, tunnel ventilation, associated instrumentation 

and control equipment are being provided along with mitigation recommendations. 

• Brooklyn Battery Tunnel: Work includes condition assessment of mechanical and structural systems; capture 

of lessons learned from related superstorm activities on facilities worldwide; production of rapid response 

mitigation measures; and preparation of design documentation for permanent mitigation measures. 

• Queens Midtown Tunnel: Services similar to those provided for Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. 

• Cape May Townsends Inlet: Condition assessment of Cape May County’s roads and bridges within 36 hours 

of the storm, followed by an investigation to perform emergency repair design for this movable bridge. 

• New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Ocean Parkway Preliminary Coastal Restoration: 

Review, consultation, and emergency preparation of civil/environmental documents to restore the washed out 

roadway, with a focus on coastal replenishment and subsurface stabilization. 

• NYSDOT Emergency Preparedness: Preparation of emergency procedures, training, and exercises to update 

current practices for Region 11. 

• Long Island Railroad (LIRR) Westside and Long Island City Flood Study: Study to analyze Sandy’s impact in 

rail yards and develop mitigation solutions. 
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Contact: 
 

John R. Boulé II P.E. 

Vice President 

Senior Manager for Priority Project Delivery, Northeast Region  

Parsons Brinckerhoff  

One Penn Plaza  

New York, New York 10119 

 

Boulejr@pbworld.com 

212 465-5113 (office) 

646 463-2438 (cell) 


